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CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE 

5986. Hon Robyn McSweeney to the Minister for Child Protection 

I refer to foster children in Western Australia, and ask — 
(1) How many children are in foster care as at the end of February 2008? 
(2) How many of these children are being fostered on a permanent care basis? 
(3) If a child has been fostered on a permanent care basis, what is the procedure this takes as opposed to 

ordinary foster care? 
(4) Are the courts involved in permanent care? 
Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
(1) There were 2,230 children in foster care as at 29 February 2008. 
(2) Permanent care for children is provided through Protection Orders (Enduring Parental Responsibility). 

There were 51 children on Protection Orders (Enduring Parental Responsibility) at 29 February 2008. 
These children are no longer in foster care as their enduring parental carers now have parental 
responsibility, not the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Department for Child Protection. 
Therefore, the figure of 51 children is not included in the total number of 2,230 children in foster care in 
(1) above. At 29 February 2008 there were also 921 children on Protection Orders (until 18) in foster 
care. Of these children, 297 were being fostered on a long-term ("permanent") care basis for 5 or more 
years by the same foster carer. (The remaining 624 children were being fostered by the same foster 
carer for varying periods up to 5 years.) 

(3) Foster carers who have been fully assessed and had care of a child for some time are generally those 
who become enduring parental carers. Should a person who is not already an assessed foster carer be 
proposed as an enduring parental carer, the Department for Child Protection would ensure they are 
suitable and willing and able and would undertake a carer assessment. 

(4) The Children's Court makes Protection Orders (Enduring Parental Responsibility) and must be satisfied 
that long-term arrangements are made for the wellbeing of the child and that the proposed carer/s are 
suitable and willing and able to provide such care. The application for a Protection Order (Enduring 
Parental Responsibility) can only be made by the CEO of the Department for Child Protection who 
must provide a written report to this effect. 

 


